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the Legislative Council may approve of, and provided further that the pro-
visions of this Ordinance in respect of the return of labourers to the country
of origin shall mutatis mutandis apply to such British Indians.
We hope that the leaders of opinion in India and the friends of Indians
in England will bear this in mind. It shews that the Transvaal Government
docs not consider that the Government of India will quietly swallow the
provisions of the draft Ordinace, but it unfortunately shews also that they
do expect the Indian Government to sanction an early introduction of
indentured Indian labour under condition of compulsory repatriation.
We have more than once expressed our opinion that we would not exchange
the freedom of the free Indians for the virtual slavery of indentured Indians,
and it should be borne in mind that the Transvaal Government by its
action has not yet shown any desire to do the most c'elementary justice5'
(Mr, Duncan's phrase) to the Indians. Like the drowning man, the people
of the Transvaal are ready to catch at any straw that would save the
Colony from bankruptcy, and they are ready to descend to any level if
only the material development of the mines, and therefore the material
prosperity of the Colony, could be secured. We can only hope that the
Chinaman or the Chinese Government would, by declining to have anything
to do with the draft Ordinance, and the Indian Government, by adhering
to the original position taken up by it, refuse to help the people of the
Transvaal in spite of themselves, and save the community from, (we say
with all deference) what is a crime against humanity.
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78. A NEW TEAKS GIFT
When the Colonial Secretary of the Transvaal made his very sym-
pathetic speech at the time of introducing his proposed amendment to the
Bazaar Notice, we saw in it a hopeful sign for the future of the Indian
traders and concluded that the acceptance of Sir George Farrar's proposal
was a very good solution. It will be remembered that Sir George's proposal
was to appoint a Commission to enquire into the vested interests of Indian
traders, and that the licences of all who were bona-fide traders before
the war were to be provisionally renewed. What has happened, however,
is that the Government has instructed the Receivers of Revenue in
the different parts of the Transvaal to issue provisional licences only
to those -who can satisfy them that they were trading before the war,
with or without licences. The Colonial Secretary's original amendment
was that those who could so satisfy the Receivers of Revenue were to have
unconditional licences issued to them, and, although the Colonial Secretary
in his speech valiantly defended his position and accepted Sir George's
proposal because it carried out the spirit of his amendment, the instructions
we have referred -to are a clear departure from the policy. Proof has
still to be submitted to the Receivers of Revenue as if the original